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UK Technical Bulletin 
 
Overhead Glazing 
 
Recommendations for the types of glass suitable for use in sloping or horizontal overhead 
glazing in or around non-agricultural buildings are as follows: 
 
Glazing at a height less than 5m above finished floor level (this covers single storey 
constructions and conservatories etc.). 
 
Single Glazing: Toughened (Pilkington Optifloat™ T), toughened and heat soaked glass 
(Pilkington Optifloat™ T Plus), laminated glass (Pilkington Optilam™) or alternatively, 
wired glass (Pilkington Pyroshield™ 2). 
 
Insulating Units: The lower pane should be one of the above types of glass.  If the lower 
pane is toughened then the outer pane should also be toughened.  If the outer (higher) pane is 
annealed then laminated or wired glass MUST be specified underneath to catch any 
dangerous pieces of glass should the outer pane suffer a fracture.  Even if the laminate/wired 
product is broken, it should keep the broken fragments safely above and not allow them to 
‘rain’ down on people below. 
 
Glazing at a height over 5m but less than 13m above finished floor level (this covers 
intermediate height atria, larger conservatories, etc.). 
 
Single Glazing: Pilkington Optilam™ or Pilkington Pyroshield™ 2.  Alternatively, 
Pilkington Optifloat™ T or Pilkington Optifloat™ T Plus may be used, providing it is 
limited to 6mm thickness and no more than 3m2 in area per pane. 
 
Insulating Units: The lower pane should be one of the above types including the size and 
area restriction on toughened glass.  If the lower pane is toughened glass then the upper pane 
should also be toughened, laminated or wired. 
 
Glazing at a height greater than 13m above finished floor level 
 
Single Glazing:  Pilkington Optilam™ or Pilkington Pyroshield™ 2. 
 
Insulating Units:  The lower pane should be one of the above types of glass i.e. Pilkington 
Optilam™ or Pilkington Pyroshield™ 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Notes: 
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Toughened glass should not be specified as single glazing or the inner pane of an IGU when 
in a swimming pool environment where broken glass fragments are able to get into the pool 
pump and cause major damage.   
 
Where toughened glass is specified in single glazing or as the lower pane of an overhead IGU, 
we recommend heat soaking the toughened glass for 6mm thicknesses and over. 


